Contents

Foreword Victor Watson

Prologue A Story about a Story... Morag Styles

Introduction ~ Maternal Pedagogy and Histories of Reading

Chapter 1 Family Fictions: in the footsteps of the
Johnsons

Chapter 2 The Changing World of Books and Reading in
the Eighteenth Century

Chapter 3 Reading Lessons from an Eighteenth-Century
Nursery

Chapter 4 A Mother’s Story: Moral Texts and ‘Pretty’
Readers

Chapter 5 Women as Readers: Jane Johnson’s
Commonplace Book

Chapter 6 Reading the World of Adults: the letters and
journals of Robert and Barbara Johnson

Chapter 7 Child’s Play for Private and Public Life
Shirley Brice Heath

Appendix i Johnson Family Tree

Appendix ii Texts cited and referenced in Jane Johnson’s
commonplace book

Appendix iii ~ Texts cited and referenced in Robert Augustus
Johnson’s Journal

Select bibliography

Index

|

49

69

97

117

137

179

208

210

214

207

236



